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TREK TEN TRARS

IDEAS FOR RECREATIONAL USE OF MOSAIC PEACE RIVER PA RK?

BARTOW — How do you think the undeveloped land at the 460-acre nature
based Mosaic Peace River Park could be put to better recreational use? The Polk
County Leisure Services Division is conducting an on-site collaborative workshop
Thursday, July 16 from 9 — 11:00 a.m. to receive public input for development of a
preliminary conceptual master plan. Participants should gather at the picnic pavilions
near the entrance to the new boardwalk extension, using the second gate to enter the
park located at 2200 CR 640 / Homeland Garfield Road in Bartow.

EXISTING RECREATIONAL AMENITIES

The site is essentially split into western and eastern portions by a ridge and in
fact has two entrances. The western portion houses a resident caretaker, an access
road, horse trails with truck and trailer parking and a picnic shelter. The eastern portion
is within the floodplain of the Peace River. In 1994 construction began on 1,782 lineal
feet of boardwalk utilizing in-house parks and recreation construction forces. At that
time restrooms, picnic pavilions and ADA parking were also constructed. The entry
road was paved, and the paved parking lot and stairs accessing the parking were added
in the year 2000.
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Approximately 3,000 additional lineal feet was added to the boardwalk and
opened to the public in December of 2008. The first segment continues the existing
boardwalk westerly back to park entrance road at the picnic shelters/handicapped
parking, restroom area. The second segment proceeds northerly from the existing
boardwalk towards the Peace River and then heads in a westerly direction to exit at the
park entrance road. An extension to the boardwalk at the Peace River with a
handicapped accessible viewing and fishing area is included along with six (6) viewing
areas with benches. There is not access to the river from the boardwalk and there are
no canoe or boat launching facilities from the park property. However, construction of a
canoe launch is scheduled to begin on the Peace River in Homeland, which is in close

proximity to the Mosaic Peace River Park.
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The Charlotte Harbor Natural Estuary Program provided a $3,000 grant which
was matched by the Friends of the Parks Foundation to provide interpretative signage
at twelve (12) areas along the new boardwalk extension.

Formerly known as IMC-Peace River Park, this regional park was donated to the
Board of County Commissioners in 1984 by what was then called IMC Fertilizer. Prior
to 1970, the property was an active phosphate mine owned by Virginia-Carolina Mining.
It was purchased in 1970 by IMC Fertilizer and operated through 1973. During the 10
year period of 1973 — 1983 the mine underwent reclamation and in 1984 was donated
to Polk County for development as a park. It was recently renamed Mosaic Peace River
Park.



