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NEW BUG REPELLENT IDEAL FOR TREKKERS 

 
 BARTOW – While organizers of the Trek Ten Trails Program agree the summer 

months are probably not the best time of the year for participants to begin its hiking 

challenge, posts to the www.geocaching.com website indicate that many are just getting 

started.  Interestingly, it is not the heat or surprise of an unexpected afternoon shower 

that most geo-cachers log as horrendous – instead, those pesky mosquitoes!  A review 

of its “Before You Go – Hiking Safety Tips” has prompted an unprecedented revision to 

include a product endorsement for the new OFF© Clip-on™ Repellent.  Clipped to a 

belt, band on a hat, or backpack, the quiet fan circulates repellent all around the wearer 

and lasts for up to 12 hours.  No messy or disgustingly-smelling creams or sprays, and 

refills are available. 

  The Trek Ten Trails Program is an initiative of the all-volunteer Friends of the 

Parks Foundation.  The year-long program begins each fall and is designed to inspire 

residents and visitors to become involved and active in the outdoors.  Trek Ten Again in 

2009 features 15 sites within Polk County’s more than 125-mile trails system.  All trails 

include approved geocaches which can be located with or without a GPS unit.  

Instructions for all hikes, including walking directions for finding cache hides, are posted 

on the Friends of the Parks website and available for downloading from 

www.friendsoftheparks.net.  Each geocache includes a self-inking stamp which trekkers 

use to validate their hike.  Official validation game cards are available online, at Polk 

Outpost 27, and all Polk County public libraries.  Validated game cards must be 

received by October 5 to be eligible for prize drawings and a certificate of completion for 

Trek Ten Again in 2009.  There is no fee to participate, although donations to the 

Foundation are always welcome.  
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